Handling And Storing Materials Safely

Give special attention to operating powered industrial and handtrucks. Always proceed with
caution, yielding at blind corners and to other traffic. Do not place yourself between the equipment
and a wall orload. Too often carelessness about placing yourself between the equipment and the wall
results in crushed ribs or appendages. The general rules for using manual equipment also apply to
using powered forklifts and other similar equipment. Be mindful to avoid unsteady or unevenly
distributed loads as well as uneven or broken road surfaces over which to move. Drive slowly. When
parked, place the gears in neutral, and lower the lift portion almost to the ground and shut off the
power source.

Working With Conveyors And Hoists/Slings

Conveyors and hoists are powered machines used frequently in industry to move larger amounts
of materials. Safety is essential around these machines. The emphasis is on prevention. Rules for
working with and around conveyors are:

1.     Avoid wearing loose or ill-fitting clothing or working too close to the conveyor. Do not get
snagged by material on the belt.

2.     Avoid allowing the equipment you are using, your hands or your clothes, to become caught
in the nip-point where the belt and roller meet.

3.     Rig guards on the conveyor to prevent materials from falling into work areas or onto
workers.

4.     Be sure that conveyors are fitted with emergency devices to stop the belt as well as with locks
to shut down the system.

5.     Avoid playful activity around conveyors and always wear life-lines when working near the
entrance of a chute,

Hoists and slings frequently are used to lift heavy loads. They involve cables or ropes, pulleys
and often motorized wenches. You must be concerned especially with the rope or cable used with the
hoist or sling. Usually wire rope is preferable, especially for permanent applications. Fiber ropes
require special care and inspection. Avoid using any fiber rope that is brittle, discolored, or dirty on
the inside. Wire ropes are stronger and longer lasting than fiber ropes. Further they do not change in
size or strength with weather conditions.

The rules for using rope for slings and hoists are:

1.     Inspect ropes (fiber or wire) frequently to find and eliminate potential problems,

2.     Avoid dragging rope in dirt, tying knots or links, and reverse bends.

3.     Avoid shock loads or the sudden changes in degrees of stress on a rope caused by suddenly
adding a load to a slack line or by changing the speed of the lift load. Shock loads weaken the
line. They can be avoided by lifting slowly and steadily while avoiding slack and jerks.

4.     Check sling and hoist ropes frequently for breaks, stretches or wear. Use pads, where
necessary, on sharp corners.

5.     Tie sling so as to prevent stress on ropes. Remember, the greater the angle of the sling legs,
the greater the stress on the sling. The ropes in Sling A are under much less stress than the
ropes of Sling B.

